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J4                       DANIEL   WEBSTER.

ing. Before the year was out, however, he waa
obliged to drop his legal studies and accept the post
of schoolmaster in the little town of Fryeburg.
Maine.

This change was due to an important event ii,
the Webster family which had occurred some time
before. The affection existing between Daniel
and his elder brother Ezekiel was peculiarly strong
and deep. The younger and more fortunate son,
once started in his education, and knowing the de-
sire of his elder brother for the same advantages,
longed to obtain them for him. One night in va-
cation, after Daniel had been two years at Dart-
mouth, the two brothers discussed at length the
all-important question. The next day, Daniel
broached the matter to his father. The judge
was taken by surprise. He was laboring already
under heavy pecuniary burdens caused by the
expenses of Daniel's education. The farm was
heavily mortgaged, and Ebenezer Webster knew
that he was old before his time and not destined
to many more years of life. With the perfect and
self-sacrificing courage which he always showed,
he did not shrink from this new demand, although
Ezekiel was the prop and mainstay of the house.
He did not think for a moment of himself, yet,
while he gave his consent, he made it conditional
on that of the mother and daughters whom he felt
he was soon to leave. But Mrs. Webster had the
eame spirit as her husband. She was ready to sell